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����,�JHQLWRUL�GL�*HV��VL�UHFDYDQR�RJQL�DQQR�D�
*HUXVDOHPPH�SHU�OD�IHVWD�GL�3DVTXD��4XDQGR�
HJOL�HEEH�GRGLFL�DQQL��YL�VDOLURQR�VHFRQGR� OD�
FRQVXHWXGLQH�GHOOD�IHVWD��0D��WUDVFRUVL�L�JLRU�
QL��PHQWUH�ULSUHQGHYDQR�OD�YLD�GHO�ULWRUQR�� LO�
IDQFLXOOR�*HV��ULPDVH�D�*HUXVDOHPPH��VHQ]D�
FKH� L�JHQLWRUL�VH�QH�DFFRUJHVVHUR��&UHGHQGR�
FKH� HJOL� IRVVH� QHOOD� FRPLWLYD�� IHFHUR� XQD�
JLRUQDWD�GL�YLDJJLR��H�SRL�VL�PLVHUR�D�FHUFDUOR�
WUD� L� SDUHQWL� H� L� FRQRVFHQWL�� QRQ� DYHQGROR�
WURYDWR�� WRUQDURQR� LQ� FHUFD�GL� OXL� D�*HUXVD�
OHPPH�� 'RSR� WUH� JLRUQL� OR� WURYDURQR� QHO�
WHPSLR��VHGXWR� LQ�PH]]R�DL�PDHVWUL��PHQWUH�
OL�DVFROWDYD�H�OL�LQWHUURJDYD��(�WXWWL�TXHOOL�FKH�
O¶XGLYDQR� HUDQR� SLHQL� GL� VWXSRUH� SHU� OD� VXD�
LQWHOOLJHQ]D�H� OH�VXH�ULVSRVWH��$,�YHGHUOR�UH�
VWDURQR� VWXSLWL�� H� VXD� PDGUH� JOL� GLVVH��
©)LJOLR��SHUFKp�FL�KDL�IDWWR�TXHVWR"�(FFR��WXR�
SDGUH�H�LR��DQJRVFLDWL��WL�FHUFDYDPRª��(G�HJOL�
ULVSRVH�ORUR��©3HUFKp�PL�FHUFDYDWH"�1RQ�VD�
SHYDWH�FKH�LR�GHYR�RFFXSDUPL�GHOOH�FRVH�GHO�
3DGUH� PLR"ª�� 0D� HVVL� QRQ� FRPSUHVHUR� FLz�
FKH�DYHYD�GHWWR�ORUR��6FHVH�GXQTXH�FRQ�ORUR�
H�YHQQH�D�1j]DUHW�H�VWDYD� ORUR�VRWWRPHVVR��
6XD�PDGUH� FXVWRGLYD� WXWWH� TXHVWH� FRVH� QHO�
VXR�FXRUH��(�*HV��FUHVFHYD�LQ�VDSLHQ]D��HWj�
H�JUD]LD�GDYDQWL�D�'LR�H�DJOL�XRPLQL� 

 

����/XFD�KD�YROXWR�IDUH�GL�TXHVWR�HSLVRGLR�-� LO� ULWURYD�
PHQWR�GL�*HV��DO�7HPSLR�-�LO�FRURQDPHQWR�GHO�9DQJH�
OR�GHOO¶LQIDQ]LD�H�O
DQWLFLSD]LRQH�GHO�PLQLVWHUR�SXEEOLFR�
GL�*HV��������������������������������������������������������������������������� 

7XWWR�� LQ�TXHVWR�HSLVRGLR��q�RULHQWDWR�DOOH�SULPH�SDUROH�
GL�*HV��ULIHULWH�QHL�YDQJHOL��9L�VL�SXz�OHJJHUH�OD�YLWD�GL�
XQD� IDPLJOLD� DQLPDWD� GDOOD� IHGH�� VRWWRPLVVLRQH� DOOD�
/HJJH��SDUWHFLSD]LRQH�DOOH�JUDQGL�FRQYRFD]LRQL�UHOLJLR�
VH��DFFHWWD]LRQH�GD�SDUWH�GHL�JHQLWRUL�GHOOD�YRFD]LRQH�GHL�
ORUR�ILJOL� 
���/D�VFHQD�DYYLHQH�D�*HUXVDOHPPH��/D�IHVWD�SDVTXD�
OH�GXUDYD�VHWWH�JLRUQL��/D�SDUWHQ]D�SHU�LO�ULWRUQR�SRWHYD�
DYYHQLUH� VROR� GRSR� LO� VHFRQGR�JLRUQR� IHVWLYR�� OD� VDFUD�
)DPLJOLD� LQYHFH� SDUWu� DOOD� ILQH� GHOOD� VHWWLPDQD���������������
6L�YLDJJLDYD�LQ�FDURYDQD�������������������������������������������������� 
,O�SULPR�JLRUQR�GL�FDPPLQR�HUD�SDVVDWR��/H�IDPLJOLH�VL�
ULXQLURQR�SHU� LO� ULSRVR��0DULD�H�*LXVHSSH� VL�DFFRUVHUR�
GHOOD�PDQFDQ]D�GL�*HV���&RPLQFLz�OD�ULFHUFD��/D�GHFL�
VLRQH� GL� *HV�� GL� UHVWDUH� D� *HUXVDOHPPH�� DOO
LQVDSXWD�
GHL� VXRL�� YXROH� SULYLOHJLDUH� JOL� LQWHUHVVL� GHO� 3DGUH� VXR�
&HOHVWH�� 
���)LJOLR��SHUFKp�FL�KDL�IDWWR�FRVu"�GRPDQGD�0DULD� 
/H� SDUROH� GL� 0DULD� VRQR� O¶HVSUHVVLRQH� VSRQWDQHD� GHO�
GRORUH� H�GHOO¶DQJRVFLD� GL�TXHOOH� OXQJKH�RUH�GL� ULFHUFD��
/¶LPPHGLDWH]]D� UHDOLVWLFD� GHOOD� GHVFUL]LRQH� HVSULPH� L�
VHQWLPHQWL�PDWHUQL������������������������������������������������������ 
$OOH� ODFULPH�GHL� VXRL��*HV�� FLWD� OD� YRORQWj� GHO�3DGUH�
&HOHVWH��/D�SURIH]LD�GL�6LPHRQH�FRPLQFLD� D� FRPSLHUVL�
SHU�0DULD���������������������������������������������������������������������� 
/¶HSLVRGLR� VL� FKLXGH� FRQ� LO� ULWRUQR� D� 1D]DUHW�� 6WDYD�
VRWWRPHVVR�D�ORUR��D�*LXVHSSH�H�D�0DULD��*HV��ULHQWUD�
QHOOD� VXD� YLWD� GL� VLOHQ]LR� H� GL� VRWWRPLVVLRQH�� VRQR� JOL�
DQQL�RVFXUL�GL�*HV��D�1D]DUHW��*HV��FXVWRGLVFH�OD�YHUL�
Wj�GHO�VXR�HVVHUH�)LJOLR�GL�'LR�SURSULR�SHUFKp�q�REEH�
GLHQWH��0HGLDQWH�O¶REEHGLHQ]D�VL�SUHSDUD�DOOD�JORULILFD�
]LRQH�GRSR�LO�EDWWHVLPR� 
/D�VXD�YLWD�QDVFRVWD�q�XQD�SULPD�PDQLHUD�GL�YLYHUH� LO�
PLVWHUR�SDVTXDOH� 

���*OL�DYYHQLPHQWL�GHOOD�VWRULD�GHOO¶LQIDQ]LD�GL�*HV��
KDQQR� FDUDWWHUH� GL� ULYHOD]LRQH�� VRQR� IDWWL� H� SDUROH��
1HVVXQR��VH�QRQ�VXD�PDGUH��SRWHYD�HVVHUH�WHVWLPRQH��
5LHPSLRQR� LO� VXR� VSLULWR� H� GLYHQWDQR� OXFH� GHOOD� VXD�
YLWD��0DULD�OL�FXVWRGLVFH�QHO�VXR�FXRUH�� 
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%HQYHQXWR��� 
 

,Q�TXHVWL�XOWLPL�PHVL�KR�OHWWR�TXHVWR�EHO�
OLVVLPR�VDOXWR��LQ�DOFXQH�³FKDW´��VL�FKLD�
PDQR�FRVu� L� JUXSSL�GL� FRPXQLFD]LRQH� LQ�
LQWHUQHW��� ULYROWR� DL� ILJOL� DSSHQD� QDWL� GL�
FRSSLH� GL� VSRVL�� 8Q� DXJXULR� GL� JUDQGH�
DIIHWWR�H�DWWHQ]LRQH�SHU�LO�QXRYR�DUULYDWR� 
�%HQYHQXWR��PL�VHQWR�GL�ULYROJHUH�D�*H�
V�� LQ� TXHVWR� 1DWDOH�� /D� VXD� SUHVHQ]D� q�
XQ� HYHQWR� GL� JLRLD� SURIRQGD� FKH� YD� EHQ�
ROWUH�OH�FRQGL]LRQL�HVWHUQH�GHOOD�QDVFLWD��
O¶LQGLIIHUHQ]D� GL� WDQWL�� OD� IUHGGH]]D�
QHOO¶DFFRJOLHUOR�� OD� SDXUD� GL� TXHOOR� FKH�
SRWUj�SRUWDUH�GL�SHVR�R�UHVSRQVDELOLWj« 
6ROR�VH�FL� ODVFLDPR�DQGDUH�D�YLYHUH�FRQ�
VHPSOLFLWj��PD�VRSUDWWXWWR�FRQ�DXWHQWLFL�
Wj��D�LPSDUDUH�D�FRQRVFHUFL�PHJOLR��D�QRQ�JLXGLFDUH�QHVVXQR��DG�HVVHUH�VLQFHUL�FRQ�QRL�VWHVVL�H�FRQ�JOL�DO�
WUL�� D� SHUGRQDUH� FKL� OR� PHULWD� H� FKL� QRQ� OR� PHULWD���� SRWUHPR� ODVFLDUFL� DOOH� VSDOOH� OD� SDXUD� GHOO¶DOWUR��
GHOO¶DFFRJOLHQ]D�� 
0L�KD�FROSLWR�XQD�FDQ]RQH�GHOOD�3DXVLQL�GL�TXDOFKH�DQQR�ID�LQWLWRODWD��DSSXQWR�³%HQYHQXWR´��q�XQ�FDORURVR�
LQYLWR�D�ULIOHWWHUH�VHULDPHQWH�VXOO¶LPSRUWDQ]D�GHOO¶DFFRJOLHQ]D��8QD�GHOOH�FDUDWWHULVWLFKH�GHOOD�QRVWUD�FLYLOWj�
q�OD�GLIILGHQ]D��OD�SDXUD�GL�FKL�q�GLYHUVR��,O�GLYHUVR�DELWD�D�FDVD�QRVWUD��QHOOR�VWHVVR�SDOD]]R��WUD�L�EDQFKL�GL�
VFXROD��LQ�IDEEULFD��SHU�VWUDGD��HSSXUH�QRQ�OR�FRQRVFLDPR��/D�QRVWUD�FXOWXUD�LQGLYLGXDOLVWLFD�q�GL�VROLWR�DF�
FRJOLHQWH�VROR�FRQ�FKL�q�FDSDFH�GL�DGHJXDUVL�DOOH�QRVWUH�DELWXGLQL��VHQ]D�FUHDUH�SUREOHPL��&KL�QRQ�KD�L�QRVWUL�
VWHVVL�VFKHPL�FL�PHWWH�LQ�FULVL��PD�LQ�TXHVWR�PRGR�VSUHFKLDPR�JUDQGL�RFFDVLRQL�GL�FUHVFLWD��6H�LQYHFH�DFFHW�
WLDPR�GL�LQFRQWUDUH�O¶DOWUR��VH�OR�DYYLFLQLDPR�SHU�TXHOOR�FKH�q��QHOOD�VXD�GLYHUVLWj��SXz�GLYHQWDUH�XQ�EXRQ�
PDHVWUR�� 
³%HQYHQXWR´�&KL�q�GLYHUVR��LQIDWWL��SXz�SUHVWDUFL�RFFKL�QXRYL�SHU�JXDUGDUH�OD�UHDOWj�LQ�PRGR�QXRYR��$FFR�
JOLHUH�VLJQLILFD�VWDUH�GDYDQWL�DOO¶DOWUR�LQ�DWWHJJLDPHQWR�GL�GLVSRQLELOLWj��DOOD�FRQRVFHQ]D�UHFLSURFD��DOO¶HPSD�
WLD��D�ULFRQRVFHUH��DFFHWWDUH�H�YDORUL]]DUH�OH�GLIIHUHQ]H��YXRO�GLUH�FRQVLGHUDUH�RJQL�SHUVRQD��FRPH�GRQR�FKH�
DUULFFKLVFH�� 
³%HQYHQXWR´�/D�GLYHUVLWj�FRVu�QRQ�FRVWLWXLVFH�SL��XQ�RVWDFROR��PD�GLYHQWD�XQD�ULVRUVD�H�XQD�RSSRUWXQLWj�GL�
FUHVFLWD� 
³%HQYHQXWR´�*OL�DOWUL�FL�FRVWULQJRQR�DG�XVFLUH�GDL�QRVWUL�VFKHPL�FKLXVL��GDL�QRVWUL�SURJHWWL�LQGLYLGXDOLVWLFL�H�
D�SUHQGHUH�SRVL]LRQH�FRQ�VHQVR�GL�UHVSRQVDELOLWj�� 
³%HQYHQXWR´�/¶DFFRJOLHQ]D�QRQ�q�GXQTXH�VROR�EXRQD�HGXFD]LRQH��q�VRSUDWWXWWR�OD�FDSDFLWj�GL�DFFRJOLHUH�OD�
YDULHWj�GL�VWLPROL�FKH�O¶RVSLWH�LQWURGXFH�QHOOH�QRVWUH�VWDQFKH�DELWXGLQL�� 
³%HQYHQXWR´�Ê�LPSRUWDQWH�FRPLQFLDUH�D�FDSLUH�FKH�O¶DFFRJOLHQ]D�GHYH�GLYHQWDUH�HVSUHVVLRQH�GL�XQD�FRQYL�
YHQ]D�SL��PDWXUD�H�VHUHQD�QHOOD�QRVWUD�VRFLHWj��H�VHJQDUH�O¶LQL]LR�GL�XQR�VWLOH�GL�YLWD�SL��XPDQR�H�SL��DUULF�
FKHQWH��,O�IHQRPHQR�GHOO¶LPPLJUD]LRQH�D�TXHVWR�ULJXDUGR�FL�SRQH�VHULH�GRPDQGH�� 
³%HQYHQXWR´� 7XWWL� DOORUD� GREELDPR� FUHVFHUH� LQ� TXHVWD� GLPHQVLRQH� GL� JUDQGH� DSHUWXUD� XPDQD� DWWUDYHUVR�
O¶DVFROWR��LO�GLDORJR�H�OD�FRQGLYLVLRQH��� 
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PDGRQQD�QHOOD�PLD�FDVD�� 
8Q�JUD]LH�GL�FXRUH�D�WXWWH�OH�SHUVRQH�FKH�KDQQR�SDUWHFLSDWR�DOOD�SUHJKLHUD�GHO�
6��5RVDULR��H�LQ�PRGR�SDUWLFRODUH�D�GRQ�*DEULHOH�SHU�TXHVWD�EHOOD�SURSRVWD�� 
$�WXWWL�%821�1$7$/(��������������������������������������������������������������������3LHULQD 



/XQHGu����GLFHPEUH -�GDOOH�RUH�������DOOH�������&21)(66,21, 

-�GDOOH�������DOOH�������&21)(66,21,��1,(17(�0(66$�$//(������� 

-�RUH�������9(*/,$�(�6��0(66$�'(//$�1277(�',�1$7$/(��������

0DUWHGu����GLFHPEUH� -�RUH�������-�������-�������6��0(66( 

-�RUH�������9(635,�',�1$7$/(� 

0HUFROHGu����GLFHPEUH�-�RUH�������-�������-�������6��0(66( 

�������������������������������������-�RUH�������720%2/$�,1�)$0,*/,$��62772�,/�7(1'21(�����������

'RPHQLFD����GLFHPEUH�-�RUH�������-�������-�������6��0(66( 

/XQHGu����GLFHPEUH �-�RUH�������6��0(66$�',�5,1*5$=,$0(172 
 
0DUWHGu���JHQQDLR�������-�RUH�������H�������6��0(66( 

-��RUH�������6��0(66$�(�,192&$=,21(�'(//2�63,5,72�6$172 

'RPHQLFD���JHQQDLR �-�RUH�������H�������6��0(66( 

-�RUH�������5DVVHJQD�3UHVHSL��DOOD�ILQH�GHOOD�0HVVD� 

-�RUH�������720%2/$�,1�)$0,*/,$��62772�,/�7(1'21(��������
'RPHQLFD����JHQQDLR���-�RUH�������-�������-�������6��0(66( 

-��RUH�������5$66(*1$�'(//(�3$648(//(��,1�7($752� 

&+(�&26$�0,�$77(1'2�'$/�1$7$/(" 

 
Ogni Cristiano deve rispondere a questa domanda. 
Per molti, il Natale è ormai solo una breve parentesi nella vita: un momento di vacanza, o festa dell'intimità familiare. Vi è la 
sorpresa dei doni, il luccichio delle luci sull'albero. 
A volte c'è anche il presepe, ricordo commovente di una bella storia. 
Anche Babbo Natale è diventato un ridicolo distributore di articoli per i grandi magazzini. 
Che cosa è diventata dunque la festa che celebra la gloria di Dio in quel fragile bambino nella mangiatoia? Possiamo anco-
ra ritrovarne il senso? 
Per comprendere il Natale, dobbiamo meditare i testi riguardanti la nascita di Gesù: 
Matteo spiega ai Giudei del suo tempo che la nascita di quel Bambino risponde molto bene alla nostra attesa profonda. 
Ma già le sue prime vicende sono una prova per la fede. 
Luca vuol fare scoprire che il Natale è la manifestazione luminosa dell'amore misericordioso di Dio. Ma questa manife-
stazione è accessibile soltanto a coloro che non sono ingombrati né dai beni né da se stessi, ai poveri. 
Giovanni commenterà più tardi: "Il Verbo venne ad abitare tra la sua gente, ma i suoi non l'hanno accolto ... A quanti 
però l'hanno accolto, ha dato il potere di diventare figli di Dio". 
Il Natale, dunque, non è un momento meraviglioso in un'esistenza grigia; tanto meno un abbuffarsi di regali o di diverti-
menti. 
Il Natale di Gesù è l'invito ad entrare nella visuale di Dio, che ci viene a trovare. Solamente così la festa diventerà 
sorgente di vera gioia e di vera speranza. 
Il Natale ci annuncia che possediamo già la vera vita, perché �'LR-q-FRQ-QRL�����(PPDQXHOH���come il profeta 
Isaia chiamava l'atteso Messia. 
Allora, la luce, il pranzo, i doni, saranno un riflesso sensibile dell'amore di Dio diffuso nei nostri cuori, trovando il loro 
vero senso 



PELLEGRINAGGIO IN TERRA SANTA 
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